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WHY GIFTS ARE POURING IN 
FOR BOY BATTLING TUMOR 
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 


HOW CANCER SURVIVOR HELPS 
WIDEN ACCESS TO HUNTING 


Brooke Henze, of me Springs, places stringed lights onto a Christmas tree inside her store, The 
Swell Shop, on Wednesday. Henze spent the day decorating and organizing the shop in order to have it 
operational for the upcoming Small Business Saturday. ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


Small businesses 
stress local flavor 


Growing awareness of 
mom-and-pop stores 
can increase sales. 


By Leon Stafford 
Istafford@ajc.com 


If Black Friday crowds exhaust 
you and Cyber Monday feels risky, 
mom-and-pop business owners in 
metro Atlanta have a proposition: 
shop Small Business Saturday. 

Instead of elbowing your way 
to that discounted TV at a big 
box retailer this weekend, you 
should patronize independent 
shops, where you can slow down, 


TERRORISM 


get one-on-one service and per- 
haps find unique items, small 
business owners say. 

“We try to offer things you can’t 
get in the big box stores or on 
Amazon,” said Crista McCay, reg- 
istrar for the Marietta Museum of 
History, one of a number of Mari- 
etta Square businesses hoping to 
get on metro Atlantans’ holiday 
shopping itinerary. 

“We’ve got Big Chicken items 
like a Big Chicken ornament made 
of Georgia clay that you can’t get 
anywhere else,” she said, refer- 
ring to the Marietta landmark. 
“We’ve also got ‘History in Focus,’ 
which is a 125-page book about 


Cobb County that is unique to 
our store.” 

Expectations are high that this 
may be the breakout year for 
Small Business Saturday, which 
has struggled to gain momentum 
since it was created by American 
Express in 2010. 

The National Retail Federation 
projects about 71 million people 
will shop on Small Business Sat- 
urday, a solid turnout when com- 
pared to the more traditional and 
better known Black Friday. About 
115 million are expected to shop 
on Black Friday, the federation 


Businesses continued on A5 


In Egypt, 235 die in mosque attack 


Worshipers targeted 
by Islamic extremists 
with guns, rockets. 


By Brian Rohan 
and Samy Magdy 
Associated Press 


CAIRO — In the deadliest-ever 
attack by Islamic extremists 
in Egypt, militants assaulted a 
crowded mosque Friday during 
prayers, blasting helpless wor- 
shipers with gunfire and rock- 
et-propelled grenades and block- 
ing their escape routes. At least 
235 people were killed before the 
assailants got away. 

The attack in the troubled 
northern part of the Sinai Pen- 
insula targeted a mosque fre- 
quented by Sufis, members of a 
mystic movement within Islam. 
Islamic militants, including the 
local affiliate of the Islamic State 
group, consider Sufis heretics 
because of their less literal inter- 
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pretations of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the 
town of Bir al-Abd also wounded 
at least 109, according to the state 
news agency, and it offered the 
latest sign that, despite more than 
three years of fighting in Sinai, the 
Egyptian government has failed 
to deter an IS-led insurgency. 

President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi 
vowed that the attack “will not 
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Muslim wor- 
shipers stand 
outside the 
al-Rouda 
mosque 
after it came 
under attack 
by militants 
in Bir al-Abd, 
Egypt. DPA 


go unpunished” and that Egypt 
would persevere with its war on 
terrorism. But he did not specify 
what new steps might be taken. 

The military and security forces 
have already been waging a tough 
campaign against militants in the 
towns, villages and desert moun- 
tains of Sinai, and Egypt has been 


Egypt continued on A2 


HARTSFIELD-JACKSON 


SPORTS, Cl 


GRADING TECH VS. 
DOGS ON A CURVE 


Key official 


at airport 


ut on 


Mayor acts on possible 
conflict-of-interest 
concerns with vendor. 


By Michael E. Kanell 
mkanell@ajc.com 

and Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed has 
placed a high-ranking official at 
Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport on leave for possible con- 
flict of interest — news that was 
immediately turned into political 
ammunition in the campaign to 
pick his successor. 

The action was taken against 
Cortez Carter, deputy general 
manager at the airport, whose 
wife owns a company that does 
business in Washington with Hojeij 
Branded Foods, which has con- 
tracts to provide concessions. 

“The city is also in the pro- 
cess of reviewing all current and 
pending contracts with the ven- 
dor,” a spokeswoman for Reed 
said Friday. “We take this matter 
very seriously. If any violations of 
protocols, ordinances or policies 
are found to have taken place, we 
will address the situation imme- 


leave 


diately and without hesitation.” 

The connection between Hojeij 
and Carter is through his wife, 
Charisse Works, who is the owner 
of AirWorks Concessions. That 
company was chosen in 2015 as 
a Hojeij partner with a 10 percent 
stake in a restaurant at Reagan 
National International Airport in 
Washington, according to Hojeij. 

Hojeij Branded Foods’ presence 
at Hartsfield-Jackson is not new. 

But as reported earlier this 
month by The Atlanta Journal-Con- 
stitution, Hojeij has recently been 
picked to run other businesses in 
a number of commercial spaces 
at Hartsfield-Jackson, concessions 
that are expected to mean reve- 
nues of tens of millions of dollars. 

Those selections are still subject 
to Atlanta City Council approval. 

In a statement, Hojeij said 
AirWorks was part of a men- 
tor-protégé program. The two 
did not work together on this 
Atlanta airport project or even 
discuss the idea. 

“We believe in the integrity of 
the procurement process and are 
confident that any awards to HBF 
will be made based on the mer- 


Airport continued on A12 


Airport, developer Ok 
land, rent deal for hotel 


300-room inn will be 
part of massive ‘Airport 
City’ project. 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


Hartsfield-Jackson Interna- 
tional Airport will give a$500,000 
annual discount on rent to the 
developers of a hotel next to the 
terminal as a concession for reduc- 
ing the amount of space for the 
hotel by a couple of acres. 

The airport on Monday got 
Atlanta City Council approval 
for an amendment to its 50-year 
lease with Majestic Carter Atlanta 
Mixed Use LLC for the massive 
“Airport City” project to develop a 
300-room InterContinental hotel. 
The hotel will be located steps 
away from the domestic terminal, 
a travel plaza, office space and 


METRO, B1 
Georgia sued over 
rules for third parties 


The Libertarian Party of Georgia 
says the state’s restrictions on 
third-party candidates should 
be declared unconstitutional. 


additional hotels near the airport. 

Airport officials have for years 
envisioned building a hotel next to 
the terminal that travelers could 
book when flights are canceled or 
use before flights, and that com- 
panies could book for meetings. 

Other airports already have ter- 
minal hotels, including Chicago 
O’Hare and Dallas/Fort Worth, 
but Hartsfield-Jackson has lacked 
one. The Atlanta airport’s pre- 
vious general manager, Miguel 
Southwell, first discussed the 
idea for a terminal hotel in 2014. 

Developing land owned by 
Hartsfield-Jackson is also seen 
as a key way for the airport to gen- 
erate more revenue, particularly 
as parking revenue is expected 
to decline amid increased use of 
Uber and Lyft and the advent of 
self-driving cars. 


Airport hotel continued on A12 
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